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	As we have discussed in our previous paper, Chinese higher education in its development has been closely tied up with China’s political, economic, social and cultural development, and it has played an important role in the changes of China in every aspect.  When we moved into the 21st century, China has kept its speedy development in economics and social changes, and with the continuing reform and development the higher education in China has undergone still greater changes.
	With the quick development of China’s higher education and the enlargement of the universities and colleges, the number of the universities and colleges has increased quickly, and the students at the campus and graduated from the higher education have also increased at an unexpected speed.  As we have mentioned in the previous discussion, around 2005 the Ministry of Education in China had a big move in administration of the higher education nationwide from the quantity to quality in student enrollment and education itself.  A nationwide educational quality control inspection was carried out, which for the first time in over 20 years set up regulations and quality-control measures in undergraduate programs.  The attention of the education policy makers and university administrators has also shifted from the physical enlargement of the school, the campus construction and the improvement of the hardware of the campus, to the quality and software building-up and from the research and graduate studies to undergraduate programs and undergraduate education. 
	In the 10 years, particularly in the recent 5years, of 2005-2015 the education and higher education in China are going through some more comprehensive changes. In April 1986 China had issued its Compulsory Education Act for the basic education of the kids from 6 to 14, and the revised compulsory education act in June 2006 makes the nine-year compulsory education available and this act started to be fully implemented in Fall 2008 with its characteristics of being compulsory, free in tuition fee and cost, and propagate.  Another major document issued in this period is The National Education Reform and Development of Long-term Planning Programs (2010-2020), which was opened to the public in February 2010. All these government policies and strategic plans and their implementation have provided the education a much better environment for further development.  If we say that the speedy development of higher education in China since the reform started in late 1970s was mainly in the capacity and physical size of the campus and facilities, which improved the hardware conditions for higher education, and then in these recent 10 years the speedy development of higher education is shifting from the extensive to intensive development. 
	In the intensive development the new perspective for higher education focuses on the quality of education, and it emphasizes that cultivation of the students should meet the needs of the economic and social development, meet the needs and expectation of the changing society and meet the needs and individual design of the students themselves of the ‘90s generation.  In the further deepening development of higher education in China the keywords are comprehensive education and cultivation, quality and equity, knowledge and ability, teaching standards and regulations, methodology and innovation, international perspective and local service, and teachers’ training and ability.  These major points are to have a new perspective of diversified training of students to meet their diversified individual needs and to meet the needs of the job markets, and further to meet the needs of the China’s quick development. 
	If we go into the detailed significance of the above keywords and major points in higher education, we could easily notice that the further development of the higher education is shifting to a more healthy and objective way.  In the over 20 years since the reform, the universities and colleges all set up very high and ideal goals for their development, which are usually not realistic to their own condition and background, all would like to be comprehensive, international, high level ones.  The students had no choices once they came into the university, and they could not have their satisfied cultivation and education for their interest and their ability through the courses and campus education.  The curriculums are normally designed to meet the requirement of their academic majors, not to meet the needs of the students, and the credit system at the campus is still a rigid planned system, which have not given the students the flexibility for their individual talent and development.  The students from the top-level universities to the local colleges would be trained in the same mode and taught in the same way.  The universities and colleges would rush to open up new undergraduate majors according to the popularity of the job-markets, and the students normally compete for jobs with various certificates and diplomas, not with their abilities, at the job-markets.  Some college graduates would soon find out that the most popular majors at their college entrance time would be the majors that would be most difficult for their graduates to find jobs upon their graduation in 4 years.  With the problems challenging the university, what would they do?
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The practices at Sichuan University would give us something to think over, and it also represents some major reforming actions of the universities in general in China.
In the new reform and perspective for higher education in China, the high-level faculty and staff are the priority and guarantee, the teachers’ quality and perspective are crucial for the comprehensive and quality education.  The faculty building from the academic research oriented to both academic research and teaching orientated in Sichuan University takes the first step in its further reform.  All the professors of Sichuan University are required to teach undergraduate courses, and all their research labs and programs are encouraged to open to the undergraduate students. The evaluation and academic promotion system for the faculty is adjusted to be more teaching-focused.  In Year 2014 Sichuan university started its first distinguishing teaching award, in which the awards are one-million yuan RMB for the best prize, and five-hundred-thousand for the first prize, three-hundred-thousand for the second prize and one-hundred-thousand for the third prize, with the three million funding donated for the teachers’ awards by the alumni each year.  12 teachers selected by their students and fellow colleagues won the above awards last year.  The university has 21 different awards for the best teaching, best textbook, best young teachers and more.  The evaluation and assessment of the teachers’ teaching and research work becomes more diversified and individualized.  While the university provides best conditions to attract the outstanding talents from abroad of both Chinese and international citizens for its new faculty, Sichuan University also sends its talented young faculty abroad for a one-to-three-years training.  The teaching positions are only available to those who have both doctoral degree and the teacher’s certificate from the faculty development training center which is co-constructed by University of Michigan and Sichuan University.
	For a better teaching and learning environment, Sichuan University from 2013 has refurnished its classrooms and teaching facilities.  All the fixed chairs and desks were replaced by the moveable furniture, and digital equipment provided in all classrooms and students’ areas to encourage inter-active discussion, and seminars replace the lecturing in teaching as well.  Heuristic and small class teaching replace the inculcating methods.  The teacher-centered teaching is replaced by the student-centered classroom discussion, while the teachers change into the promoters’ position.  The class size is reduced from big classes of over 60 to 150 students to much smaller classes of about 30 students each.  The problem-based discussion replaces the traditional lecturing in the teaching methods to encourage the students to have their own voices and ideas heard in class.  Much more attending now in the learning gives to the three abilities of the students: the ability to learn, the ability to create and criticize, and the ability to articulate both in speaking and writing.  With the discussion and individual students’ hands-on practice, their knowledge acquiring is achieved through their experience in practice, and eventually they gain their wisdom through the experiences they going through at the campus. 
	“Public entrepreneurship and public innovation” are the catchwords，popular now, in the economic and social development in China.  Since 2013 the central government and the Ministry of Education have more effort and give more attention to help the revitalization of the vocational education, which had been ignored and open only to the students of lower scores at national college entrance exam, and this move also help all the universities and colleges in China to review their students education and cultivation in innovation and entrepreneurship.  At the campus of Sichuan University entrepreneurship and innovation also become popular.  Sichuan University encourages students to set up their associations and societies to team-up the students with common interest or talent, faculties provide their tutoring and guide for the students’ innovative practice, and the university provides seed money to help them to put their ideas in practice.  The graduates now could apply for some seed money to start their own business or enterprises upon their graduation.  The undergraduate programs in various disciplines have now designed more projects for the training of the students’ innovative thinking and ability, academic professionals from both within and without the campus are invited to be their tutors in the projects and offer the students some intensive lectures based on their career experiences, and these off-campus tutors and instructors are normally from the alumni of the university. 
	To satisfy the needs of the students and offer them more opportunities to develop independently, Sichuan University has implemented its 323+X model in undergraduate programs， which is a comprehensive undergraduate education project replacing the traditional ways.  The modern technology and IT make the elite education available and possible to all the students at the campus.  For the 323+X model: 3 is for elite education, individualized tutoring and comprehensive education; and 2 is for the two stages of the curriculum design, 1.5 years and 2.5 years (a 4-year-undergraduate program), in which 1.5years for comprehensive cultivation and 2.5 years for discipline-orientated training and education; the second 3 for three types of talented students, science and academic research orientated, creative and innovative orientated, and practical and applied skill orientated; and the X for 10,000 courses available to the students covering humanities, social science, natural science, engineer and medical science.  This model is intended to provide diversified courses and lab work to satisfy the students’ individualized plans, to develop the students’ special talents, to extend the students’ publicity personality, and to excavate the students’ quality.  This helps the students to adjust their orientation, learning methods and helps them have an inter-discipline or cross-discipline perspective during their 4 years with the university. 
	For a university located in West China, Sichuan University has its effort to bring the world to its local and take the local into the global.  Internationalization is its strategy to upgrade its quality both in education and research.  In the 5 years since Year 2000, it had built up exchange programs and collaboration relations with over 150 universities and colleges in 42 countries and regions.  In the 5 years it had invited 2200 international teachers and experts to lecture at the campus for both short time and lengthened time, it hosted 6815 person-time international visitors for academic conferences and collaborations, and at the same time it sent 3644 person-time faculty and staff to study and visit abroad.  The above numbers have been doubled and tripled in recent 10 years.  Since 2012, Sichuan University has its UIP (University Immersion Program) every summer, localizing the global education and offering every student at its campus the international studies experience by bringing the international scholars, teachers and students onto its campus.
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	At UIP 2015 of Sichuan University, 169 international scholars and teachers and over 400 international students coming from 96 universities including Harvard, Cambridge, Oxford, MIT of 24 countries joined the UIP.  Dr. Xie Heping, the president of Sichuan University, pointed out, “Creating international atmosphere and environment for the campus and cultivating high-level students is the responsibility of the university. UIP is the important strategy of Sichuan University in enhancing its internationalization both in education and education quality.”  President Simon Gaskell of Queen Mary, University of London, on behalf of all the international scholars and teachers of UIP, said at the opening ceremony of UIP 2015, “Coming from different universities and countries, we gather at UIP of Sichuan University. In the practice of idea exchange and research in cultural differences, we may find eventually that we have more similarities than the differences.”  In UIP 2015, 188 courses offered in English by international scholars and teachers covering humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, engineering and medical sciences, about 30-thousand undergraduate students had the opportunity to select from the courses offered at the UIP, and the 400 international students, together with the Sichuan University students, selected their courses offered both by the international and Chinese scholars and teachers.  Sichuan University successfully achieves its goal of localization of internationalization and makes its students have the international experience at its own campus. 
	In the age of Big-data and internet +, the students’ learning habit changes.  On the one hand, they are very skillful at searching for resources and we-chatting each other, and on the other hand, they are so eager for concern and communication at
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the campus and class environment.  How to explore the IT and modern technologies for more efficient teaching and learning becomes a question for both the administrators and faculties at the campus.  The Teachers Development Center at Sichuan University organizes international and domestic conferences, offers 
 
[image: Coursear截图之1.png]       [image: EDX截图之1.png]

training programs for the teachers, helping them get acquainted with the new teaching methodologies and with the modern facilities.  Mooc, short video-lectures, flipped classroom, all these pedagogical models, in which the typical lecture and homework elements of a course are reversed, are discussed and practiced by the faculties.  The shifting from teacher-centered to student-centered class facility set-up, the reduce of the lecturing time and lengthening of the class learning through the modern IT facilities are changing the perspectives and ways of learning and teaching at the campus.  More resources are available for the students for their independent studies.  The keywords in class conducting are also changed with the new perspectives: enquiry, exploration, searching and discovery which are encouraged for the students to train their innovative and creative abilities.  And for the teachers’ side, enabling, enlightening and engaging are getting more attention in their course work and teaching. 
	The discussion above about the speedy changes in China’s higher education, which are accurately reflected in Sichuan University’s move forward, gives us a clear picture of the development of education, particularly higher education, in China.  At the same time we have a still greater expectation to anticipate what the further reform in National College Entrance Examination, in college and university enrollment in 2017, the reshaping and revitalization of the vocational colleges nationwide and the work on national guideline in education and academic quality-control for every university and college discipline would bring to the higher education in China for a still further and deeper reform. We are confident that by Year 2020 China’s higher education will for sure have its strength and new phase with the quick development in following five years.  
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